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Agenda

*Why Flex: a business perspective

*Brief History of Web Application Development
eEnter FLEX

<A Breath of Fresh AIR

*Why FLEX: an IT perspective

*FLEX and i

*Why FLEX: an i bigot’s perspective
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Why Flex ?

8 a Business Perspective
It’s hot =

— Harley-Davidson customizer

e It's cool
— Sherwin Williams Color Visualizer
] H ® S
e It’s functional B
— VW used car locator H
=
e |It's efficient ==

— Flex3 Dashboard

(for more examples, go to www.flex.org/showcase)
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Brief History of Web
Application Development

First applications — form-like
— HTML to render simple pages
e Common Gateway Interface (CGIl) to extend server side
— Dynamically rendered HTML
JavaScript moved some processing out to browser
Today full-featured object oriented languages for server side
— C#, Java, PHP, Ruby...
Little advance in client side until MSXML introduced
— Cascading Style Sheets, XSLT
— AJAX becomes standard for delivery of data to client, but...
 Competing browsers lead to problems keeping up with versions

* Chaos of incompatible frameworks vying for dominance of client
space
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— Corporate Stewardship - Adobe
— Open Source 2007 I

- F u I I F e at u re d http://fexamples.adobe.com/flex3/componentexplorer/explorer.html

— Adobe Component Explorer
e Click component in list
e see working sample
e code below

— Tour de Flex

* AIR application
* More extensive than Component Explorer

@
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http://flex.org/tour
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Effective Toolset

— FlexBuilder 3
* Eclipse based

Flex 2, Flex 3 & AIR SDKs

» ActionScript, Visual Layout, & CSS editors
Charting library (pro version only)

Integrated compiler & visual debugger

Integrated runtime code profiler (pro version only)

— Compiled

— Plugged-In
¢ Flash Player (min V9)
* Browser independent - IE, Firefox, Safari, Opera
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A Breath of Fresh AIR

 FLEX applications run on desktop, outside of browser
* Introduced Feb 2008

* AIR Runtime (Free from Adobe)
— Windows & Mac/OS versions available now
— Linux version in beta

* Integrated SQL-Lite database - local storage & access
* Network awareness - monitor/detect availability
* Integrated access to the user file system

» Auto-update detection - automatically detect, download
and install new versions of apps

» Drag-and-drop integration with other desktop apps
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Why Flex?
an IT Perspective

» Highly Productive
e Easy to Learn
e Inexpensive Toolset

e Open aggi\“
— no end user license cost ?\)v\
A
- Standards-Based Wave c0
 Viable

— Corporate Stewardship
— Corporate Buy-In

- AIR
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FLEX &1

» Flex Ul

— Delivered by apache http server on i

— Interfaces with Web Service on IBM Integrated Web
Application Server for i

e Integrated Web Services for IBM i
— Released Jan 2008 on i50S V5R4
— 2 Steps to Create a Web services server on IBM i
— 7 Steps to Deploy an RPG/COBOL Service
— Built on IBM Integrated Web Application Server for i

i, 0@ Al
Reno, Nevada -

Systems & Programming Inc

COMMON

o Integrated Web Services for i

April 26 -

Sessions by Dan Hiebert:

* 32CG Practical Web Services for RPG
(540191)

* 41MG Overview of Web Services Technology
in IBM i (410135)

« 53LB LAB: Practical Web Services for RPG
(540192)
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Why FLEX:
an i bigot’s perspective
New generation workforce prefers
browser interface and GUI

Economy putting on pressure
— Do more with what you have

Microsoft server farms replacing i
Management perceives i as OLD
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=1Session A - [24 x 80]
Hle Edit View Communication Actions Window Help

Bl 2% E@m w6 %L 20 al el

0S/400 Main Menu

whe of the following:

Define or change 1M

Problem handling

Display a menu

Information Assistant options
iSeries Access tasks

POOO~NOOU &WN

o

90, Sign off

Selection or command
===>

F3=Exit Fd=Prompt F9=Retrieve F12=Cancel F13=Information AN
F23=Set initial menu




COMMON 2009

Case in Point:

Bunzl USA Cisrassss

¥e® e New Business Agreement required Daily
Y
A\ ‘(\699 monitoring of Key Measurements

wee A% « Nancy — RPG developer

‘“eqc(\ed » Taught herself FLEX w online tutorials
- - = Attended Gateway/400 group session on
all @ NV Integrated Web Services for i

"\',‘ » Produced Management Dashboard using:
ey “can = ° RPG Web Services
e tris! » FLEX3 dashboard example as basis

\ieV :
e \ngﬁ‘o‘:ﬂ - Completed in less than 2 weeks
c()m LA_OO,,

e
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g8 \Why YOU should try FLEX

Save your i

Save your job

Show ‘em what i can do
Stamp out i abuse
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